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who have too Crequently used them as the 
ladders to their ambition, without any 
sincere or disinterested regard for their 
cause. Of such they should especially be 
cautiousjfor they havealready suffered much, 
and often, by being dupes to designing 
men, who, for tihister purposes, have be- 
come tlieir temporary advocates, and de.« 
lerted them in the hour of trial. Does the 
present writer afford an exception? He 
views every thing with the jaundiced eye 
of party. The man who formerly boasted 
of belonging to • the party of Fox, now, 
with equal facility, implores to be admit- 
ted at an underling to the other party, and 
to the Prince. " Who wants me i" is the 
motive to action with such men. Fox, 
with all his virtues and good qualities, yrm 
misled by an) attachment to party. But 
what was only a light shade in his honest 
character, becomes a most disgusting ob- 
ject in those in whom sincerity is want- 
ing. A thorough-paced party-man admits 
^o considerations of right or wrong. They 
are all absorbed in the promotion of his 
own fortune. Party men are the bane of 
a country. 

These Letter* contain an, unvaried en- 
comium on the Prince Regent, and the 
writer even steps out of his way for the 
purpose of eulogy or defence. The letters 
of the Princes j of Wales are awkwardly and 
abruptly brojght forward, for the pur- 
poses of flattering the Prince, and under- 
taking an officious defence of him ; with 
-what justice, and how applicable, the reader 
nay judge, when he finds, that one defence 
act up in a note at page 58, is, that " In 
Caul, and perhaps in Britain, husbands 
and fathers had a very great authority 
over their wives and children, even so 
great as to put them to death," 

The Duke of Richmond^ Lord Liver- 
pool, the deceased Perceval, the Irish At- 
torney and Solicitor General, are daubed 
with his praise, while censure is thrown 
on the Duke of Leinster, and the Marquis 
ef Downshire, who not being in place un- 
der the Prince, the true criterion of merit 



according to the present views of the writ- 
er, are sneered at, as being deficient in the 
study of history and manldnd, in their 
late advocacy of the claims of the Catho- 
lics. 

The aim of the writer appears to get 
into place, under the present men, and 
then all things will be well. Such is con- 
sistent conduct in a man deserting one par* 
ty, and offering himself to another. To 
such characters, " Changing of masters ia 
like changing of gloves," biit to us, the advo- 
cates of the party of the people, this traffic 
is detestable. We care not for men, but took 
only to measures. A corrupt government 
will always have venal supporters, but in 
the bickerings and cunteniiuns for the 
share of the spoil, the people, if they are 
wise, will keep aloof, and treat the, un- 
principled demagogue, without virtue, 
merely struggling to raise himself on popu- 
lar favour, and the man flattering the pos- 
sessors of power, with equal coutempt. 

« All the world's a stage ; 

They have their exits and their entrances ; 

And tne mania his time plays mani/ parts." 

It is useful to draw aside the mask. If 
by the language of harsh, though just 
censure, we cannot make men .honest, 
at least, let us point them to government 
as men not worthy the wages they venally 
demand for their apostacy. Let us endea^ 
vour to spoil their market, and above all 
things, Jet us especially guard the people 
against being longer imposed on by pre- 
tended friends, who are far wor^e than 
open enemies. Patriotism in dishonest 
hands, has long been a gainful trade. 

To show that our censure has not been 
too severe, we ceuld submit many extracts, 
which would sustain our bill of indictment, 
but want of room compels us to be brief. 
We implead him before the tribunal of 
public opinion. This is the duty of a free 
press. Let the people pronounce the ver- 
dict : to the letters we refer them for a 
full exposition of the writer's present tem- 
per, and future prospects. K> 
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TO THE PROTBSTANTS OF GRFAT BRI- 
TAIN AND IRELAND. 

In the last Sessions of Parliament, the 
IQout* ef Commons came to a resolution, 



that, " the House would early in the next 
Session take into its most serious consider- 
ation the laws affecting his Majesty's Ro- 
man Catholic subjects in Great Britain and 
Ireland, with a view to such final, coac^i^ 
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nidjvMmcnt, n might be conducive 
e peace of the United Kingdom, the 
ttability of the Protestaot establisbmeat, 
and the general satisfaction and concord of 
all classes of his Majesty's subjects." 

Bncouragcd bj this resolution, the Ro- 
man Catholics of Great Britain and Ireland 
intend presenting immediately separate 
Pttieioiis to each House of Parliament, 
*' for a repeal of the peual and disabling 
statutes, which still remain in force a- 
£aiast them." 

In the mean time they observe with ^eat 
concern and surprise, that attempts are 
made to prejudice the leglislatore against 
their application. Many erroaeous, artful, 
and inflammatory publicatiuns of this ten- 
dency, have been actively and extensively 
circulated. The charges brought in them 
ag^nst the Roman Catholics, are of the 
most serious nature. The object of this 
address to yon, is to answer these charges 
and to state to you, succinctly, the grounds 
of the intended application of the English 
Roman Catholics tu the legislature for re- 
lieti The greatest part of wha^ is intend- 
ed to be said in the address, will apply, 
in a great measure, as much to the sit- 
uation of the Irish, and Scottish, as to the 
mtuation of the English Roman Catholics : 
but as the penal codes of Ireland, Scotland, 
and England, in respect to Roman Catho- 
lics, are very different, it has been thought 
advisable to confine the present address to 
ibe case of the English Roman Catholics 
only. 

I. It 5» generally represented in the pub- 
lications of which we complain, that the 
English Roman Catholics latatr um/ir m real 
grinaxct ; and that, if all the remaining 
penal laws against them were repealed, 
/ie numbtr oftAtu, tvke viould 6t really BeiK~ 
JitUd hy the repeal, tvoutd he too insigniJicaHt to 
mah their relief an ohjeet of legittative eonctrru 

But this representation is altogether er- 
roneous ; the English Catholics labour un- 
der many severe penalties and disabilities : 
their whole body is affected by them, and 
would be essentially benefitted by their re- 
mcvaL 

1st. By the I3tb Charles 2d, commonly 
called the Corporation Act, their whole 
body is excluded from offices in cities and 
corporations. 

2d. By the 25th Charles 2d, commonly 
called the Test Act, their whole body is 
excluded from civil and military offices. 

How injurious these- acts are, both to 
the public and to the individuals en whom 
tbey operate, appeared in 1795, in which 



year, during the then g;reit national alarm 
of invasion. Lord Petre, the grandfather 
of the present Lord, having, with the ex- 
press leave and encouragement of Govern- 
ment, raised, equipped, and trained, at 
his own eipence, a corps of 250 men for his 
Majesty's service, requested that his son 
might be appointed to the command of 
them. His son's religion was objected, hit 
appcMOtment was refused, and another per- 
son was appointed to the command of the 
corps. You cannot but feel hour such a 
conduct tended to discourage the Catholics 
from exertions of zeal and loyalty j'but the 
noble family had too much real iove of their 
country to resile from her service, eveii 
under these circumstances. Hi* Lordship 
delivered over the corps, completely e- 
quipped and completely trained, into the 
band of Gvvcmment, and his son served 
in the ranks. Surely you cannot think 
that laws which thus tend to alienate the 
hearts, and paralyze the exertions of those 
who, in the hour of her dangeri thus wish- 
ed to serve their couhtry, are Vither just 
or wise. 

3d. By the 7th and 8th of William 3d. 
ch. 27, Roman Catholics are liable to be 
prevented fn»n voting at elections. 

4th. By the SOth Car. 2d. s. 2., c. 1. 
Roman Catholic Peers are prevented from 
filling their hereditary seats in Parlia- 
ment. 

Ah. By the tame statute Roman Catho- 
lics are prevented from' sitting in the House 
of Commons. 

6th. By several statutes Roman Catho- 
lics are disabled from presenting to advow- 
sons, a legal incident of property, which 
the law allows even to the Jew. 

7th. Though a connderable propor- 
tion ol his Majesty's fleets and armies is 
Roman Catholic, not only no provision i» 
made for the religiAM comforts and duties 
of Roman Catholic soldiers and sailors, 
but, by the articles of war, they are liable 
to the very heaviest pains and penalties for 
refusing to. join in those acts of outward 
conformity to the religious rites of (he es- 
tablished church, which a Roman Catliolic 
considers to amount to a dereliction of 
her faith. By the Article* of War, sect. 
I, a soldier absenting himself from divine 
service and sermon, is liable, for the first 
offeuce to forfeit l'2d. and for the second, 
and every other offisnce, to forfeit 1 2d. and 
to be put in irons. By the same Articles 
sect. 2. art. 5, " if he ^all disobey any law- 
ful command of his superior" (and, of 
course, if he shall disobey any lawful com- 
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mands of his superior officer to attend di- 
vine service and sermon,) " lie shall suffer 
death, or such other puiiiohmeiit as by "a 
general Court i\tarti;U shall be awarded. 

In the last Parliament, it was shown 
that a meritorious private, for refusing 
(which he did m the most respectful man- 
ner) to attend divine service and sermon, 
according to the rites of the established 
church, was confined nine days in a dun- 
geon on bread and water. 

The Roman Catholics acknowledge with 
gratitude, not only the virtual suspension 
of tliese laws, in consequence of the orders 
recently issued by his Royal Highness the 
present Commander in Chief, and the fa- 
cilities which ihey afford for enabling the 
Roman Catholic soldiers to attend their 
own religious worship ; but they beg leave 
to observe, that these humane regulations 
still want the firm sanction of law, and 
therefore, to a certain extent are still pre- 
carious. 

8tii. In common with the rest of his 
Majesty's subjects, Roman Catholics con- 
tribuce to the religious establishment of 
the country : they have also to support 
their own religious functionaries; and thus 
have a double religious establishment to 
defray. Of this, however they do not 
complain ; but they think it a serious griev- 
ancev that their own religious endowments 
are not legalised hke those of the Protes- 
tant Dissenters. 

In hospitals, workhouses, and other pub- 
lic institutions, the attendance of the min- 
isters of their own community is some- 
times denied to the poor of ihe Roman 
Catholic religion, and the children of the 
Roman Catholic poor are sometimes for- 
ced into Protestant schools under the eyes 
of their pareilts. 

U. Such, fellow subjects, is the parti- 
cular operation of the principal laws still 
remaining in force against your Eng- 
lish Catholic brethren. The general ef- 
fect of them is, to depress every member 
of the body below his legitimate level in 
•ociety. 

Even in the very lowest order of the 
community, some situations conferring 
comfort, emolument, or distinction, are 
open to the individuals of that class, and 
in -proportion as the several classes of so- 
ciety rise into importance, these situations 
are multiplied. From, all of them the law 
excludes the English Catholic. This effect- 
ively places him below his Protestant 
ktelhren of th? same class, and miikes the 



whole body in the estimation Of the Cotn- 
munity, a depressed and insulated cast. 

This the Roman Catholics severely feel, 
but it is not by its substantial effects a- 
lonc that they feel their depression^ Some 
avenues of wealth are still open to them, 
none to honours or distinctions. Thus, 
thousands of those possibilities, the pros- 
pect and hope of which, constitute a large 
proportion of the general stock of human 
happiness, are peremptorily denied to the 
Romnn Catholics. No hope of provision, 
of preferment, of honours, or , dignity, 
cheers their souls or excites their exer- 
tions. A Roman Catholic scarce steps \n.* 
to life when he is made to feel, that no- 
thing, which confers them, is open to him ; 
and however successful bis career may 
have been, it seldom happens that his suc- 
cess has not been on more than one occcX'- 
sion, either lessened or retarded by the cir- 
cumstance of his being a Roman Catholic. 

Here then our Protestant countrymen 
are callea upon to place themselves in our 
situation ; and to reflect, what their feel- 
ings would be, if, from a conscientioai 
adherence to their religious pHnciples, 
they belonged to a class thus legally de- 
graded. How often would they sub- 
stantially feel the effects of this degrada- 
tion .' How many of their hopes would 
it destroy ? — how many of their pro- 
jects would it ruin ? Surely a petiiiou to the 
l^egislatiire, from any portion of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, for the removal of such a 
woe, is entitled to the sympathy and aid 
of every other portion of the community. 

HI. We are sometimes told, that hnvcaer 
the repeal of ihe latvs complained :f bt/ the R»* 
man Catholics tvoufd benefit them, it tvould con- 
fer no real beneft on ihe State ; and that, as 
no alteration of law should take plate, 'un- 
less it promotes the general welfare of the 
State, the laws complained of should re- 
main in force. 

But we beg leave to submit to the con- 
sideration of our countrymeiL that the 
whole kingdom would be essentially served 
by the repeal of the penal laws remaining 
in force against his Majesty's Ronvan Ca- 
tholic subjects. On this head, the writer 
of these columns requests your particular 
attention. 

Two-thirds of the population of Ireland, 
and no inconsiderable proportion of the 
populaiion of England, is compos^^d of 
Roman Catholics. It is obvious that the 
feelings of this large proportion of tite 
community are wounded, in the highest 
degree, by the peual and disabliiig Ism 
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to which they are subject ; and that they 
comider themselves highiy iojured, iosuf- 
ted, and degraded by them. Now, must 
it not be beneficial to the Stare, tbit this 
exteusive feeling of insult, injury, and 
de,'*radation should be healed ? Do not 
wisdom and sound policy make it tlie in- 
terest of the State, that every circumstance 
which leads this injured, insulted and de- 
^aded, but numerous portion of the com- 
munity, to think that any new order of 
things must end their injury, insult, and 
degradatLin, and is, therefore, desirable, 
should be removed as soon as possible ? 
Surely the removal of it must be as advan- 
tageous to the State, as it will be advan- 
tageous and gr:".ifying-to the persons in- 
dividually benefited by it.' 

But this is not the only circumstance 
which would make the repeal of the penal 
laws a general benefit to the State. Again 
we request you to consider the immense 
number of his Majesty's Roman Catholic 
subjects, and the great proportion which 
it bears to the rest of the community. 
What a proportion of genius, of talent, of 
energy, of every thing else, by which in-! 
dividuals are enabled to distinguish them- 
jelves, and benefit and elevate their coun. 
try, must f^ll tu their share : — But all this, 
for the present, is lost to you, in conse- 
quence of .the penal codes. Is the subtrac- 
tion of this prodigious mass of probable 
genius, talent, and wisdom, from the ge- 
neral stock, no detriment 'to the State ? 
Surely it is a national loss. Thus while 
tlie penal code harrasses the individual ob- 
ject of its infliction, it contracts and pa- 
ralyzes, to an amazing degree, the strength, 
pow^ers and energies of the whole commu- 
Sity. 

iV. It is alleged, that the Roman Catho' 
llct of this Kingitm enjoy the most full and libe- 
ral toleration ,• a/id that toleration is the utmost 
fa'vour^ to <which any non-conformist to the re- 
ligion established- hy laiv can reasonably aspire* 

To this, we beg leave to answer, that 
toleration, rightly understood, is all we 
ask for by out petition. But what is tole- 
ration, when the word is rightly under- 
stood ? If, after a government has adopt- 
ed a particular religion, decreed its mode 
of worship to be observed in its churches, 
and provided for its functibnaries, from 
the funds of the state, it leaves the non- 
conformist in complete possession of all 
their civil rights and liberties, the non-con- 
formist enjoys a full and complete tolera- 
tion. But whenever the government of a 
country lepresies other foftos of religion, 



by subjecting those who profess them, to 
any deprivation or abridgment of civil 
right or liberty, toleration is at an end, 
and persecution begins. 

This is too plain a position to admit 
of contradiction ; the only question, there- 
fore, is whether the pains and penalties to 
which the Roman Catholics are still sub- 
ject by the laws in force against theno, de- 
prive them of any civil right or liberty. 

To meet this question fully, 1 shnl! con- 
sider, how far the Corporation Ace, which 
excludes us from Corporations, and the 
Test Act, which excludes us from Civil 
and Military OtEces, can be justly said to 
deprive us of a civil right. I prefer plac- 
ing the question on these acts, because, 
by their own contession, it is the strong- 
est hold of our adversaries, and because, 
in the discussion of that question, thus pro- 
pounded, I shall advocate the cause of the 
Protestant Dissenters as much as our own. 

Our common adversaries contend, that 
the exclusion of non-conformists, by the 
Test and Corporation Acts, from honour- 
able lucrative offices, is not a punishment, 
ai^d therefore is not intolerance. 

But before the enactment of -those sta- 
tutes, were not all the subjects of this 
realm equally eligible, by the common 
law of the land, to every honourable and 
every lucrative otfice which the State could 
confer ? Is not eligibility to office a civil 
right ? Does it not therefore necessarily 
follow, that every statute which deprived 
non-conformists of their right of eligibility 
to office, deprived them of a civil right, 
and was therefore penal ? If Roman Ca- 
tholics had been in possession of these 
offices, and deprived of them in conse- 
quence of their adherence to their reli- 
gion by the statutes in question, some per- 
sons might have contended for the wisdom 
of the statutes, but none could have con- 
tended that they were not highly penal. 
But whatever difference there may be in 
the degree of petial infliction, there is 
none in the penal quality of those statutes, 
which deprive persons of offices, and those 
which deprive them of the prior legal eli- 
gibility to them. The right of possessiug 
an of&ce, the right of succeeding to it, 
and the right of eligibility to it, are equal- 
ly civil rights. There is no difference in 
this respect between offices and landed 
property ; the right to possess an estate, to 
succeed to it, and to acquire it, are equal- 
ly civil rights. The justice or policy of 
these laws is not now under our considera- 
tion. The simpU questiva before ps >>s 
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whether eligibility to offices, and election 
iuto corporacions, were not by the com- 
mon law the civil right of every English- 
man, and whether his being deprived of 
it was not a penal infliction. It is impos- 
sible to deny it. This infliction reaches 
every description of non-conformi>ts to the 
established church : their religion therefore 
is not tolerated ; it is persecuted. On the 
policy, thejustice, or degree of that perse- 
cution, there may be a difFs;rence of opi- 
nion ; but that, in some degree at least, it 
is a persecution it seems impossible to deny. 
Thus we seem to arrive at this question- 
able conclusion, that, in point of fact, all 
npn-confonnists are persecuted. The dif- 
ference lietween Roman Catholics and o- 
ther non-conformists, is, that Roman Ca- 
tholics are subject to pains and disabili- 
ties which do not affect any other descrip- 
tion of non-conformists. The Roman Ca- 
tholics, therefore, are the most persecuted 
of all. 

Here then we chise with onr adversa- 
ries ; we seek not to interfere with the es- 
tablished church, with her hierarchy, with 
her endowments, with her tythes, with 
any thing else that contributes to her ho- 
nour, her comfort, or her security. Give 
U3 but toleration in the true sense of that 
m,uch abused word, and we claim no more. 
By the oath prescribed to the Rom:m Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, by the 33d of bis pre- 
sent Majesty, the Roman Cntholic swears, 
" That he will defend to the utmost of his 
pewer, the settlement. and arrangement of 
property in that country, as established 
by the laws now in being ; and be thereby 
disclaims, disavows, and solemnly abjures 
any intention to subvert the present church 
establishment, for the piirpose of substitut- 
ing a Catholic establishment in its stead ; 
.^nd he solemnly swears, that he will not 
exercise any privilege to which lie is or 
may be entitled', to disturb or weaken the 
Protestant religion, and Protestant govern- 
ment in that Kingdom." 

V. But it is suggested, that thnugh it should 
be conceded-t that all other non-confarmists to the 
Chfirch of England^ ought to ks admitted to a 
free and complete toleration^ the Rofnan Catholics 
should be excluded from if on account of their ac^ 
inoivledgment of the supremactf 'f the I' ope. 

This admits of a very easy answer^. The 
Roman Catholics certainly ackni^wledge 
the spiritual supremacy of the Pope ; but 
they deny bis temporal authority ; they 
acknowledge no right, either in the Pope, 
or in any Council, to interfere in any man- 
oer Jn temporal concerns, or to interfere, 

SE^rAST MAO. NO. LVI. 



by any mode of temporal power, in con- 
cerns of a spiritual nature. By the oath 
prescribed to the English Roman Catho- 
lics, by the 31st of his present Majesty, 
we swear, that " we do not believe that 
the Pope of Rome, or any olher foreign 
Prince, Prelate, State or Potentate hath, 
or ought to have, any temporal or civil 
jiu-isdictioo, power, superiority or prc- 
emuience, directly or indirectly, within 
the realm.*' 

The Irish and Scottish Roman Catholic 
S'.iSjects of his iV'Iajesty take a, similar oath. 
The answers given by the foreign universi- 
ties to the questions proposed to lliem by 
the direction of Mr, Pitt, the doctrines laid 
down in all our catechisms, and other stand" 
ard books of authority, express the same 
belief. - Iti the oath taken hy the Irish Ro- 
man Catholics they swear, that, " it is not 
an artic!eoftheC:ithollc faith, and that they 
are not thereby bound to believe or pro- 
fess, that the Pope is iufiUible; or that 
they are not baund to obey any order, iu 
its own nature inimoral, thi>ugh the Pope 
or any ecclesiastical power should issue or 
direct sucji an order ; but that, on the 
contrary, they hold it sinful in them to 
pay any regard to such an order." 

It is said, that the Popes, on sev^eral oc- 
casions, have claimed aud exercised the 
right of temporal power. We acknow- 
ledge it, and we lament it. But the fact 
is of little consequence ; no Roman Catho- 
lic now believes, that either Pope or 
Council, or both Pope and Council/acting 
together, have or ought to have any right 
to interfere by any form or mode, either 
of temporal or spiritual power, in civil 
concerns ; or to iuierfcre by any form or 
mode of temporal power, jn spiritual con- 
cerns. 'I'his the Irish, Scottish and En.- 
glish Roman Catholics have sworn, and 
they act up to theif oaths. 

VI. I proceed to another charge : It is 
asserted to be a tenet of our faith^ or^ at leasts 
a received cpinion among us, that the Pope or the 
Church has a right to absolve subjects from their 
altegianee to their Sovereign. 

But this doctrine has been most solemn- 
ly abjured by u.% in the oaths which we 
have taken to government. It is discL^im- 
ed by the opinions ol the fureign Universi- 
ties, and Pope Pius the Vlth proscribed it, 
by his resciipt of the 17th of June, 1791. 

VII. The same may be said of the 
Charge brought against us, of holding if laivfui 
to kill any sovereign, or any private person, un-^ 
der excommunication. This doctrine also is 
disclaimed by us, in our oaiiis, as *' us- 
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christian and impious ;" it is disclaimed in 
termsj equally strong, in the answers of 
tlie foreign Universities, and Pope Pius 
the Vlth, in his rescript of 1791, solemnly 
declares such a murder " to be a horrid 
and detestable crime." 

Vin. The same answer may also be 
given to the chirge, of its being a tenet of 
citr churchy that it ii iaieful to hreak faith tuitk 
heretics* In our oaihs, we disclaim that 
doctrine also, "as impious and uncbristiai)," 
find the terms in which it is disclaimed in 
the answers of the foreign Universities, a; e 
equally strong. But, without entering fur- 
ther on the subject of this charge, we make 
this solemn r.ppe^l upon it, to the feelings 
and common sense of every reader of these 
columns : — ^Does notthe single circumstance 
of our being, after the lapse of 200 years, 
petitioners to Parliament for the repeal of 
Jhe penal and disabling laws to which we 
are subject, in consequence of our not tak- 
ing oaths, the taking of which would, at 
once, have delivered us from all these pe- 
nattjei and disabilities, prove, beyond all 
exception and argument, that we do not 
believe the existence of any power which 
can dispense with the obligation of an oath. 
On this head I beg leave to add my own 
testimony, having, in almost every stige 
of life, lived in habits of acquaintance or 
jntimacv with all descriptions of Roman 
tatholics ; the young, the old, the literate, 
the illiterate, foreigners and natives, eccle- 
siastic and secular, I never knew one who 
did not hear the charge in question with 
indignation, and treat it as an execrable 
calumny. 

But it is said that the Council of Late- 
ral! assumed a right to temporal power, 
and that the Council of Constance autho- 
rized the violation of the safe conduct 
granted to |ohn Huss. Both of those facts 
are positively denied by the Roman Catlic- 
iics. This is nut a place for discussing the 
point ; but what does it signify ? If the 
pounci! of Lateral! claimed for the Pope, 
orilself, a right to temporal power, it did 
wrong ; it the Council of Constance autho- 
rized the violation of the safe conduct, it 
did iufamcusiy : aud there's an ^nd of it* 

• This is a manly, honest defence, far 
lietter than attempting to defend inde- 
fensible conduct. If all sects acted on this 
plan, aud gave up the defence of their an- 
cestors, when they were in the wrong, we 
should sooner meet m the true spirit of 
rcconciliatiqii. B.M.M. 



IX. Having had frequent occasion te 
mention in these columns the ansiven of the 
foteign Universities to certain questions^ proposed 
to them by the ilireclion of Mr. Pitt, the reader 
will probably wish to be better informed 
of the circumstances attending the transac- 
tion. 

In the year 1 788, the Committee of thfr 
English Catholics waited on Mr. Pitt, re- 
specting their application for a repeal of 
the penal laws. He requested to be fufr 
nished with authentic evidence of the opi- 
nions of the Roman Catholic Clergy, and 
the Roman Catholic Universities abroad, 
" on the existence and extent of the Pope's 
dispensing power." Three questions were 
accordingly framed, and submitted to his 
approbation. As soon as it was obtained, 
they were sent to the Universities of Paris, 
LoUvain, Alcala, Douay, Salamanca and 
ValladoL.i, for their opinioiis. The ques- 
tions proposed to them were : 

1. Has the Pope, or Cardinals, or any 
body of men, or any individual Of tfie 
Cljurch of Rome, any civil authority, 
power, jttrisdiction, or pre-eminence, 
whatsoever, within the realm of £iie« 
laud ? 

2. Can the Pope, or Cardinals, or any 
body of men, or any individual of the 
Church of Rome, absolve or dispense 
with his Majesty's subjects from th^ic 
Oath of Allegiance, upon any pretext 
whatsoever ? 

8. Is there any principle in the tenets of 
the Catholic faith, by which Catholics 
are justified in not keeping faith with. 
Heretics, or other persons differing frotn 
them in religious opinions, in any 
transaction, either of a public or aprivaie 
nature ? 

The Universities answered unanimous 

ly_ 

1. That the Pope, or Cardinals, or any 
body of men, ot any individual of thp 
Church of Rome, has not any civil 
authority, power, jurisdiction, or pre- 
eminence whatsoever, within the realm 
of fngland. 

2. That the Pope, or Cardinals, or any 
body of men, or any individual of th* 
Church of Rome, cannot absolve, or 
dispense with hi< Majesty's subjects, 
fron> their Oath of Allegiance, up(m any 
pretext whatsoever. 

3. That there is no principle in the tenet* 
of the Catholic faith, by which Catholics 
are justified in not keeping faith with 
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Heretics, or other persons differing 
from them in religious opinions, in 
any transactions either of a public or 
private nature. 

Nothing can be more explicit, than the 
answers of th<f Foreign Universities ; some 
of them express perfect wonder, that such 
questitms shouid be proposed to them by 
a nation that glories \a her learning and 
discernment. 

As soon as the opinions uf the Foreign 
Universities were received, th^y were 
transmitted to Mr. Pitt. But the Roman 
Catholics wishit to be most distinctly under 
■tood, that it was fur hh satisfaction, not 
their't, that these opinions were taken. 
Assuredly, his Majesty's Roman Catholic 
subjects did not want the wisdom of Fo- 
reign Universities to inform them, that his 
Majesty is the lawful Sovereign of all his 
Roman Catholic subjects, and that by 
every divioe and human law, his Roman 
Catholic subjects owe him, true, dutiful, 
active, and unreserved allegiance. 

The originals of these questions, and of 
the answers to the»i, with the notarial au- 
thentications of them, have been produced 
in the House of Commons, by Sir John 
Cox Hippisley. They are in the custody 
ef the writer of these columns, and are 
open to the inspection of every person 
who wishes to inspect them. 

X. it ic also objected to the Roman Ca- 
tholics, that it is an articlt of their faith, «r, at 
least, that they consider it taioful to persecute 
Heretics for their reiigiout opinions. All this 
the Roman Catholics most explicitly de- 
ny, and they consider it is completely de- 
nied, in the solemn disclaimers made by 
them, in all their oaths, of the direct or 
itidirect right of the Pope, ot the Church, 
to temporal power; as without temporal 
power persecution cannot subsist. 

They admit, that many persons of their 
communion, both ecclesiastic and secular, 
have, at different times, been guilty of 
the crime of religious persecution ; but 
they blame the conduct of those persons as 
severely, as it is blamed by their Protest- 
ant brethren. 

They also plead a tremendous set off. 
The inassacre at Paris, on St. Bartholo- 
mew's day, was most horrid ; but it had 
been preceded by the atrocities, full as hor- 
rid, of the Anabaptist Protestants at Mun- 
ster. To the burnings in the reign of 
Queen Mary, the'Koman Catholics oppose 
the executions of Priests in the reigns of 
gneen flizabtth, aad the four Piinces of 



the House of Stuaft: they apprehend, that 
more cannot be said against the revocation 
of the edict of Nantes, than against the 
deprivation of 2000 Presbyterian ministers 
of their livings, by the Act of Uuifnrmity. 
They also bring into account Oates's plot ; 
the sentence of death passed on iervitu* 
for errors against the Trinity, through the 
influence of Calvin, his execution, and the 
justification of it by two of the principal pil- 
lars of the Reformed Church, Melaacthoa 
and Bnza, Between these enormities, it is 
not easy, in all events, to strike a balance ; 
but the Roman Catholic may justly ask, by 
what principle of justice, or by what fait 
course of reasoning, the Protestant is au* 
thorized to ascribe the instances of perse- 
cution, which he proves on Roman Ca- 
tholics, to a principle of the Roman Ca* 
tholic creed, unless he allows, at tlie same 
time, that the instances of persecution 
which the Catholic proves in the ProiCJrt- 
ant Church, are equally attributable to 
some principle in the Protestant creed. 
" Brother, Brother," say two known cha- 
racters upon the stage, " we have both been 
in the wrong!" Let us learn wisdom from 
them ; let us no more upbraid one another 
with our common failings; let us forget 
and forgive, bury all past animosities in 
oblivion, shake hands, and be friends. 
This is the oa(y rational mode of closing 
this — by far the most disgusting and dis- 
graceful part of ill our controversies.* 

XI. Another charge is brought a- 
gainst us by uur adversaries, in conse- 
quence ef the Doctrines imputed to us respecting 
Sacredotal Aisoiution. We are said to be- 
lieve, that the mere absolution of a Priest, 
without any thing on our part, is a full re- 
mission of sin. In answer to this, we 
shall only, transcribe the following passage 
from the Book of Prayers for the use of 
Catholics serving in fleets and armies. 
" You know from the cathechism you have 



• Protestants of all sects havd much to 
renounce, as to the persecutions formerly 
practised. All who had the possession of 
power, however transient, persecuted ; 
and it is but fair to presume, that the others 
would have persecuted, if they bad pos- 
sessed the opportunity. Such was the 
dreadful fashion of the times, and why- 
should what was common to all, be exclu- 
sively objected to one i If Papists, as tliey 
were then called, persecuted, so did the 
various sects of Protestants. 
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learnt, and the books of Catholic instruc- 
tion you have read, that the absolution of 
a Priest can be of no benefit to you, unless 
you be duly tiisposed to a reconciliation 
with your offended God, by true faiih, 
by a sincere sorrow for all your sins, by a 
firm resolution never to commit them a- 
gain, and by a willingness to satisfy God, 
and your neijfhhour also, as far as justice 
requires. Without those dispositions on 
your pArt, the act of the Priest would not 
be ratified in Heaven ; you would be guilty 
of the profanation of the sacrament of pe- 
nance, and provoVe the indig;iiation of the 
Almighty, instead of obtaining his mer- 
cy " 

It is not a little remarkable, that a canon 
of the English Church, in 1008, enjoining 
the Priest not to malte known to any one 
what had been revealed to him, bears 
such a similitude to the Roman Catholic 
doctrine on this head, that when it was 
produced in the House »{ Commons, Mr. 
Wilberfotce interrupted him, by saying, 
that it was a canon not of the English, but 
of the Romish Church, and expressed his 
astonishment, when Sir John Hippisley 
showed it to be one of the most recent 
canons which had been formed for the go- 
vernment of tlie established Church. 

X!l. One of the objections most strongly 
wrged against the Roman Catholics, is the 
tenet imputed to them^ that none are saved out 
if their camTmwion, 

I beg leave not to enter into a discussion 
oT this objection, as it cannot be urged to 
tis by a Protestant of the established Church 
*>f Englavid, asthe Athauasian Creed forms 
a part of her liturgy, and he swears that 
our doctrine of transubstanriation is damn- 
able ; or by a Protcsiant of the established 
Church of Scotland, as the Protestants of 
tiiat Chttrch, in their Profession o( Faith, 
of 1.568, say, that "out of tne Church 
there is neither life nor everlasting happi- 
ticss;" or by a Protestant of the French 
Huguenot Church, as in their Cateclvsm, 
nil the 10th article of tiie Creed, they pro- 
less, that " cm «i.''the Church there is no- 
thing but death and damnation."* 



* Such are the dogmata of sects. As 
Ik dies of men, they all chiim exclusive 
.'.ilvation to their little division or sect. 
isi.me better than their profession, disclaim 
liiis ejcludiug tenet, 3i;d many, alFecting 
a liberality which they do not possess, de- 
iiv iu words, wiiat tiiey retain iii reality. 



XIII. This leads us to observe, that f>ii$- 
lages are often citeJ frovt the ttforis of Roman 
Cathot'rc ^vr iters ^ tvkich expreitj that the Ro* 
man Catnotic religion has al'Qiays been the same ; 
and thai those ■zuko sai/^ that the modern Roman 
Catkolies d'ffer in one iota from their predecessors^ 
either deceive themselves^ or zvish to deceiTe others* 
These passages have been cited to prove, 
that whatever doctrine any Pope, or any 
ecclesiastical body, or any writer of ap- 
proved authority, maintained or sanction- 
ed by those practices in former times, is 
universally approved of by the modern 
Catholics ; but this a very unjust perversion 
of the meaning of the writers from whose 
writings tne passages which we have cited, 
or passages of a amilar import,, are cited. 
Not one of -them approves of any act of 
temporal power, which the Pope, or any 
body of. Churchmen, have ever claimed in 
right of their spiritual character. In the 
cited passages, the writers mean to assert 
no more, than that the faith and ^essential 
discipline of Roman Catholics have always 
been what they now are. But they admit, 
that the resort of the Popes, or of any other 
ecclesiastics to temporal power, for effect- 
ing the object of their spiritual commission, 
was not only no part of the faith or essen- 
tial discipline of the Church, but was diame- 
trically opposite to its faith and discipline. 
The passages, therefore, to which we al- 
lude, can never be brought to prove the 
position for which they are quoted. To 
urge them for such a purpose, is evi- 
deiitly a gross perversion of their mean- 
ing".* 



* This distinction. So candidly drawn, 
should be closely attended to, in consider- 
ing the doctrines of Catholics. AhhougJi 
they claim infallibility to their church, 
which, in common with other Protestants, 
we deny, and what church is not infal- 
lible in the view of its bigotted members, 
frequently composing the majority f yet 
they admit that many of their leading men, 
and eveji some of their Popes erred, and 
that the doctrines promulgated by indivi- 
duals among them, were not consequently 
and universally the doctrinesof their church. 
It is only fair to notice the liberal conces- 
sions they make ; and a more liberal, man' 
ly defence than the present one, has cer- 
tainly not appeared on either siJe, in the- 
present controversy. Let us be impartial, 
and contrast it with the controversial and 
bitter charges, ptiblished lately by th^ 
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XIV. Such, then, being the charges 
brought against the Roman Cathoiics, by 
their adversaries, and such being the De- 
fence made by the Roman Catholic* to 
them, will not every candid Protestant ad- 
roit, that the unfavourable opinion which 
some still entertain of the civil and religious 
principles of Roman Catholics, is owing, 
■o a great measure, to prejudice. 

But we have the satisfaction to find, that 
the prejudice against us decreases rapidly. 
With the mildness and good sense which 
distinguishes his respectable character, the 
Earl of Liverpool thus expressed himself, 
in his speech, in the debate of the House 

Bishops of Lincoln and Gloucester, and 
the envenomed pamphlet attributed to the 
Sishop of Meatlw 

BJW.M. 



of Lords, on the petition presented by the 
Irish Catholics in 1810: 

" I have heard allusions made this night, 
to doctrines which 1 do hope no man now 
believes the Catholics to entertain : nor it 
there any ground for an opinion, that the 
question is opposed under any soch pre^ 
tence. The explanations whtch have beea 
given on thishe:<d,sofarasllcnow,arecom- 
pletely satisfactory, and the question, as it 
now stands, is nnich more narrowed than 
it was on a former discussion." (See hit 
Lordship's Speech, printed and published 
by Keating and Booker.) 

How very little beyond this declaration, 
and a legislative enactment in conseq^enc* 
of it, do the Roman Catholics solicit \ 

CHARLES BUTLER, 

Lincoln t'Inn, Feiruan/ 5, ISIS* 
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r\H the 2cl of March. Mr. Grattan's 
^^ motion for a full consideration 
of the Catholic claims, after occupy- 
ing the Hou.se of Commons for four 
whole evenings, was finally carried 
by a majority of 40 votes. The Ca- 
tholics of the Empire are, at length, 
in the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, about to enter into a course 
of actual adoption. From the pro- 
tracted sutFerings of the penal code ; 
from the mitigated persecution, and 
insulTerable contumely inherent in 
the term. Toleration ; from trans, 
mitted antipathies, and recent oblo- 
quy; criminal imputations of the pa$t 
time, and libels of the day, this class 
of our Christian com'inunity, are 
DOW about to emerge into the valua- 
tion of citizens, and the co- heritage 
«f the Constitution. Deliverance 
from penalties is but half-cxiizenship. 
To be members of a free state, men 
must be entitled to alt its honours 
and rewards; and 'it is only in the 
exercise, and through the fair distri- 
bution of political privileges, tiiat 



they themselves ever can become 
sensible, or, what is perhaps more 
material, that others will ever be- 
come sensible of their being an in* 
tegral portion of the common- wealth. 
For, there is a persecution of ojantion 
that lingers often, for a longer or 
shorter period, after the abolition of 
actual and overt oppression ; a cri> 
mination of suspicion which can be 
abrogated, and auiiiUilated, not so 
much by enactment of law, as by a 
candid and customary intercomrau- 
iiioii of Protestants with Catholics, 
in all the hisber as well as the lower 
offices of the stale. We bail the 
day when Cathoiics, like Protestants, 
will become subjects ol the slate, not 
subjected to the {.lale, a monieutou* 
distinction ! 

In looking back on the progress 
made in this great question, we con- 
template with pleasure its successive 
steps, and its unitorm acceleration. 
In little more than '20 years from the 
year . 1790, that gloomy era vvhea 
Lord Wesimoreiand^ huo we beJie»« 



